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Greetings!
 
I hope this email finds you well. As you may be aware, EPA has a consent decree
deadline to sign a notice of proposed rulemaking pertaining to revisions to the steam
electric ELGs on April 19, 2013, and the steam electric ELG proposed rule is currently at
OMB undergoing interagency review pursuant to Executive Order 12866.  We are writing
to ask for your assistance in helping address an issue raised during interagency review
regarding the current requirements applicable to “metal cleaning waste”.  A comment we
received suggests that, based on a 1975 EPA Jordan Memo, non-chemical metal cleaning waste
(all water washing operations) is considered as “low volume waste”.  As described further
below, we would like your help in identifying examples that show whether nonchemical
metal clean waste has been treated as a low-volume waste pursuant to the 1975 memo. 
Given the timing and the deadline we are facing, we are asking for your assistance as
soon as possible, and no later than Friday, March 22, 2013.
 
Before describing in more detail what we need from you, I will briefly provide some
background information:
 
I-What is this “1975 EPA Jordan Memo”?
 
It was a memo written by an engineer in EPA’s permitting division in response to a
request from EPA Region 3 for interpretation of the steam electric ELGs with respect to
several issues.   The following statement about non-chemical metal cleaning waste
appears in the last paragraph on page 3 of this memo: “In regard to the question on
distinguishing between metal cleaning and low volume wastes, the following clarification is
offered.  All water washing operations are “low volume” while any discharge from an operation
involving chemical cleaning should be included in the metal cleaning category.”
 
II-What the steam electric 1980 proposed rule and the 1982 final rule says about
definitions provided in the 1975 EPA Jordan Memo for metal cleaning waste and low
volume waste?
 
The following statements appear in the 1980 proposed rule and the 1982 final rule for the
steam electric ELG:

·         FRN 1980 Proposed Rule (Page 68333) – The preamble indicates that EPA
reconsidered what was stated in the 1975 Jordan memo and “concluded that it
should not be followed in the future.”  However, based on past reliance on the
Jordan memo, EPA proposed to revise the definition of low-volume waste to
include nonchemical metal cleaning waste, but for BPT only.  Also, EPA proposed
to set new BAT limits on both nonchemical and chemical metal cleaning waste. 

·         FRN 1982 Final Rule (Page 52297) -  The preamble indicates that EPA “examined
the available data on waste characteristics of nonchemical metal cleaning wastes
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Survey MCW Plant Listing

		Plants that Discharge Metal Cleaning Waste to Surface Water or POTW Based on Information Reported to the Steam Electric Survey

		3/13/13

		Plant Name		EPA Region		State		MCW Type		NPDES Permit

		PSEG New Haven Harbor Generating Station		1		CT		Chemical, Nonchemical, and Unknown		CT0003760

		Algonquin Windsor Locks, LLC		1		CT		Chemical		CT0026476

		West Springfield		1		MA		Chemical		MA0004707

		NextEra Energy Seabrook LLC		1		NH		Chemical		NH0020338

		PSEG Linden Generating Station		2		NJ		Chemical		NJ0000663

		AES - Somerset		2		NY		Chemical and Nonchemical		NY0104213

		Far Rockaway Power Station		2		NY		Nonchemical		NY0005924

		Danskammer Generating Station		2		NY		Nonchemical		ny0006262

		Port Jefferson Power Station		2		NY		Nonchemical		NY0005932

		Indeck Corinth Energy Center		2		NY		Chemical		NY0230286

		WPS Syracuse Generation, LLC		2		NY		Chemical		NY 0231681

		EME Homer City Generation L.P.		3		PA		Nonchemical		PA0235555

		Hatfield's Ferry Power Station		3		PA		Nonchemical		PA0002941

		RRI Energy Inc. Portland Generating Station		3		PA		Nonchemical		PA-0063606

		Bruce Mansfield Plant 		3		PA		Nonchemical		PA0027481

		Yorktown Power Station		3		VA		Chemical and Nonchemical		VA0004103

		Virginia Electric and Power Company - Gordonsville Power Station		3		VA		Chemical		VA0087033

		Mount Storm Power Station		3		WV		Chemical and Nonchemical		WV0005525

		Albright Power Station		3		WV		Nonchemical		WV0075281

		Philip Sporn		3		WV		Nonchemical		WV0001058

		Harrison Power Station		3		WV		Nonchemical		WV0075795

		Rivesville Power Station		3		WV		Nonchemical		WV0050776

		Widows Creek 		4		AL		Nonchemical		AL0003875

		Sanford Plant		4		FL		Chemical and Nonchemical		FL0001554

		Turkey Point		4		FL		Chemical and Nonchemical		FL0001562

		Martin		4		FL		Chemical and Nonchemical		FL0030988

		JEA- St. Johns River Power Park		4		FL		Chemical and Nonchemical		FLR05G941

		Manatee		4		FL		Chemical and Nonchemical		FL0032174

		A. B. HOPKINS GENERATING STATION		4		FL		Chemical and Nonchemical		FL0025518

		Putnam		4		FL		Chemical		FL0032166

		C D McIntosh Jr. Power Plant		4		FL		Chemical		FL0026301

		Plant Jack McDonough		4		GA		Nonchemical		GA0001431

		Plant McManus		4		GA		Chemical		GA0003794

		Mid Georgia Cogen		4		GA		Chemical		GAR000000

		Big Sandy		4		KY		Nonchemical		KY0000221

		HMP&L Station Two		4		KY		Nonchemical		KY0001929

		Shawnee 		4		KY		Nonchemical		KY0004219

		Magnolia Energy		4		MS		Chemical		MS0056995

		Buck Steam Station		4		NC		Chemical and Nonchemical		NC0004774

		Marshall Steam Station		4		NC		Nonchemical		NC0004987

		Cope		4		SC		Nonchemical		SC0045772

		Jefferies Generating Station		4		SC		Nonchemical		SC0001091

		Cross Generating Station		4		SC		Nonchemical		SC0037401

		Canadys Station		4		SC		Nonchemical		SC0002020

		Johnsonville		4		TN		Nonchemical		TN0005444

		E.D. Edwards		5		IL		Nonchemical		IL0001970

		Duck Creek Power Plant		5		IL		Nonchemical		IL0055620

		Joliet Station 9		5		IL		Nonchemical		IL0002216

		Merom Generating Station		5		IN		Nonchemical		IN0050296

		General James M. Gavin		5		OH		Chemical and Nonchemical		0IB00006*JD

		Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station		5		OH		Nonchemical		2IB00011*ID

		Wisconsin Power and Light - Nelson Dewey Generating Station		5		WI		Nonchemical		WI-0002381-05-0

		Independence Plant		6		AR		Chemical and Nonchemical		AR0037451

		KGen Hot Spring LLC		6		AR		Chemical		AR0049417

		Entergy Operations, Inc.,  Waterford 3 S.E.S.		6		LA		Chemical and Nonchemical		LA0007374

		Big Cajun 2		6		LA		Chemical and Nonchemical		LA0054135

		Entergy Louisiana, LLC - Ninemile Point Generating Plant		6		LA		Chemical		LA0003093

		Seminole Generating Station		6		OK		Unknown		OK0000451

		Wilkes		6		TX		Nonchemical		TX0062006

		Sam Bertron		6		TX		Nonchemical		TX0006378

		Frontera Energy Center		6		TX		Chemical		WQ0004051000

		Lewis Creek		6		TX		Chemical		TX0067890

		Louisa Generating Station		7		IA		Chemical and Nonchemical		58-00-1-05

		Riverside Generating Station		7		IA		Nonchemical		8278101

		Interstate Power and Light - Sutherland Generating Station		7		IA		Nonchemical		IA0000108

		George Neal South		7		IA		Nonchemical		97-00-1-06

		Fort Dodge Station		7		KS		Chemical		KS0079995

		Tecumseh Energy Center		7		KS		Chemical and Nonchemical		KS0079731

		Lake Road Generating Station		7		MO		Nonchemical		MO-0004898

		Hawthorn Generating Station		7		MO		Chemical		MO-0004855

		Dave Johnston Plant		8		WY		Chemical		WY0003115

		Moss Landing		9		CA		Chemical and Nonchemical		CA0006254

		Contra Costa Power Plant		9		CA		Chemical		CA0004863

		Mandalay Generating Station		9		CA		Chemical		CA0001180

		Malburg Generating Station		9		CA		Chemical		CAS000001

		Honolulu Generating Station		9		HI		Nonchemical		HI0000027

		Tenaska Ferndale Cogeneration Station		10		WA		Chemical		WA-003129-1

		River Road Generating Plant		10		WA		Unknown		WA0040932





PCS MCW Outfall Data

		Plants with Metal Cleaning Waste Outfalls Based on Pipe Descriptions Included in PCS

		Note: Results were extracted from EPA' Envirofacts PCS customized query on March 12 and March 13, 2013

		NPDES PERMIT ID		EPA REGION		STATE		OUTFALL NUMBER		PIPE DESCRIPTION		IRON LIMIT		COPPER LIMIT

		CT0003263		1		CT		1B2		#2 STEAM GEN CHEMICAL CLEANING

		CT0003760		1		CT		6		INTAKE CLEANING WASTEWATER

		MA0001856		1		MA		2		WWTS W/METAL/CHEMICAL CLEANING

		MA0003654		1		MA		4		004B  WWTS-CLEANING OPERATIONS

		MA0004740		1		MA		202		PAGE 9  002  METAL CLEANING

		ME0000272		1		ME		5		BOILER CHEMICAL CLEANING OPER		X		X

		NH0001465		1		NH		3		ASH SETTLING POND-CHEM CLEAN'G

		NH0001473		1		NH		17		WWTF#2-BOILER CHEMICAL CLEAN'G

		NH0001601		1		NH		01C		SETTLING BASIN/METAL CLEANING

		NH0020338		1		NH		26		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		NY0001015		2		NY		10A		UNIT #1 FOREBAY CLEANING BASIN

		NY0001015		2		NY		40B		UNIT #2 FOREBAY CLEANING BASIN

		NY0001325		2		NY		02B		BOILER CLEANING FINAL RINSE

		NY0001325		2		NY		02D		MAINT & BOILER CLEANING WASTE

		NY0001333		2		NY		1		COAL PILE RUNOFF/CLEANING WSTE

		NY0005711		2		NY		21		WWTP-COAL PILE OR METAL CLEAN.

		NY0006262		2		NY		6		W.T.F. METAL CLEANING WASTES

		DC0000094		3		DC		416		NO BLOWDOWN OR BASIN CLEANING

		MD0002674		3		MD		1		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTES

		MD0002674		3		MD		109		CHEM.METAL CLEAN.WASTEWATER

		MD0066079		3		MD		301		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTES

		PA0002062		3		PA		403		low volume ww tmmt system, non-chemical metal cleaning waste

		PA0002895		3		PA		104		104 METAL CLEANING WASTES

		PA0002941		3		PA		106		Batch treatment tank- chemical metal cleaning and non-chemical cleaning wastewater

		PA0005011		3		PA		107		107-NON HAZ CHEM CLEAN WASTES

		PA0011657		3		PA		101		101 CHEMICAL CLEANING

		WV0001074		3		WV		103		CHEMICAL METAL CLEAN WASTES

		WV0005304		3		WV		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		WV0048500		3		WV		101		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE

		AL0002844		4		AL		3		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		AL0002844		4		AL		6		2005 PERMIT METAL CLEANING WAS

		AL0002887		4		AL		4		2003 PERMIT PT METAL CLEAN WAS

		AL0002917		4		AL		02C		2007 MOD PRET METAL CLEAN WAST

		AL0003875		4		AL		1		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		AL0024635		4		AL		WEL		METAL CLEANING POND WELLS

		FL0001031		4		FL		10		METAL CLEANING/LOW VOLUME

		FL0001031		4		FL		11		METAL CLEANING/LOW VOLUME

		FL0001503		4		FL		10		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		FL0001554		4		FL		9		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		FL0002267		4		FL		2		METAL CLEANING WASTES.

		FL0002275		4		FL		3		CHEM METAL CLEANING

		FL0002283		4		FL		3		CHEM. CLEANING

		FL0025518		4		FL		3		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		FL0025526		4		FL		5		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		FL0026646		4		FL		3		TREATED METAL CLEANING WASTES

		FL0032174		4		FL		5		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		FL0037869		4		FL		7		METAL CLEANING WASTE (1 & 2)

		GA0003883		4		GA		A00		METALS CLEANING WASTE

		KY0000221		4		KY		5		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0001295		4		KY		4		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		KY0001899		4		KY		4		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		KY0001937		4		KY		5		METAL CLEANING WASTES		X		X

		KY0002011		4		KY		4		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0002020		4		KY		4		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0002038		4		KY		5		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		KY0002062		4		KY		6		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0002194		4		KY		6		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0003221		4		KY		6		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0003611		4		KY		4		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		KY0004201		4		KY		7		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0004219		4		KY		4		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0022250		4		KY		4		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		KY0040444		4		KY		8		METAL CLEANING WASTE(INTERNAL)

		KY0054836		4		KY		5		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0104558		4		KY		8		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		KY0107000		4		KY		7		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE

		MS0000167

Eva Knoth: Eva Knoth:
PCS search output results - these appear to be duplicates		4		MS		5		TREATED METAL CLEANING W/W

		MS0000167		4		MS		5		TREATED METAL CLEANING WASTEWA

		MS0000329		4		MS		1		COOLING TOWER BASIN CLEANING

		MS0000817		4		MS		2		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		MS0000850		4		MS		2		METAL CLEANING WASTES		X		X

		MS0001261		4		MS		4		METAL CLEANING WASTEWATER

		MS0002381		4		MS		2		METAL CLEANING		X		X

		MS0002925		4		MS		12		METAL CHEMICAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		MS0021997		4		MS		3		CHEM METAL CLEANING WASTEWATER		X		X

		MS0024511		4		MS		4		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		MSP091679		4		MS		2		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WW				X

		NC0038377		4		NC		4		METAL CLEANING WASTE DISCHARGE

		SC0000515		4		SC		5		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING

		TN0005410		4		TN		5		CHEM/NONCHEM METAL CLEANING WW

		TN0005428		4		TN		5		CLEANING WASTEWATER

		TN0005452		4		TN		5		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WW

		TN0005789		4		TN		7		CHEMI/NON-CHEMI METAL CLEAN WW

		TN0020168		4		TN		107		METAL CLEANING WASTE POND		X		X

		TN0026450		4		TN		107		METAL CLEANING WW  STORMWATER

		IL0000043		5		IL		1		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0000043		5		IL		B01		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0000116		5		IL		3		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING		X		X

		IL0000116		5		IL		A03		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WW		X		X

		IL0000124		5		IL		2		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING		X		X

		IL0000701		5		IL		2		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE

		IL0000701		5		IL		A02		CHEM METL CLEANING WST (002A)		X		X

		IL0001554		5		IL		5		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING

		IL0001554		5		IL		A03		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0001571		5		IL		2		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE

		IL0001970		5		IL		1		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0001970		5		IL		A01		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0002232		5		IL		1		METAL CLEANING WASTE TREATMENT		X		X

		IL0002232		5		IL		A01		METAL CLEANING WASTE TREATMENT		X		X

		IL0004057		5		IL		1		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0004057		5		IL		3		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANNG WASTE		X		X

		IL0004057		5		IL		B01		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0004057		5		IL		B03		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0004120		5		IL		2		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WW		X		X

		IL0004316		5		IL		2		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0004316		5		IL		5		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IL0004316		5		IL		A02		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WSTWTR		X		X

		IL0004316		5		IL		A05		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WSTWTR		X		X

		ILD000043		5		IL		1		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		ILD000043		5		IL		B01		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE		X		X

		IN0000132		5		IN		111		METAL CLEANING WASTE DISCHARGE

		IN0000221		5		IN		103		NONCHEM. METAL CLEANING - 003A

		IN0000221		5		IN		601		NONCHEM. METAL CLEANING - 001A

		IN0002160		5		IN		103		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING TANK

		IN0004391		5		IN		3		FLY ASH HANDLING  METAL CLEAN

		IN0050296		5		IN		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE

		IN0051845		5		IN		101		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WATER

		MI0001686		5		MI		1		001E METALCLEANING-ST.CLAIR

		MI0001686		5		MI		1		001H METAL CLEANING-ST.CLAIR

		MI0001686		5		MI		1		001B CLEANINGWASTE-ST.CLAIR

		MI0001694		5		MI		1		001B METAL CLEANING-ST.CLAIR

		OH0001112		5		OH		609		609 METAL CLEANING

		OH0001121		5		OH		613		613 METAL CLEANING WW PRIOR TO

		OH0001121		5		OH		614		614 METAL CLEANING WW PRIOR TO

		OH0001139		5		OH		611		611 AT DISCH. OF METAL CLEANIN

		OH0001147		5		OH		607		607 BOILER METAL CLEANING WAST

		OH0002925		5		OH		3		AFTER BOILER CLEANING

		OH0004316		5		OH		602		602 CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WA

		OH0005371		5		OH		608		608 CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WA

		OH0009261		5		OH		621		621 BOILER TUBE CHEMICAL CLEAN

		WI0042765		5		WI		102		METAL CLEANING WASTEWATER

		WI0043583		5		WI		105		METAL CLEANING WASTEWATER

		AR0000370		6		AR		3		003-MONTHLY-METAL CLEANING WW

		AR0000370		6		AR		3		003: NON-CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WW

Eva Knoth: Eva Knoth:
same NPDES permit and outfall # as PCS entry, but description states non-metal instead of metal

		AR0000388		6		AR		5		005-MONTHLY-CHEM METAL CLEAN

		AR0000388		6		AR		6		006-MONTHLY-METAL CLEAN MOBILE		X		X

		AR0001147		6		AR		4		004-MONTHLY-CHEM METAL CLEAN

		AR0037451		6		AR		01F		01F-INTERNAL-CHEM METAL CLEAN

		LA0003093		6		LA		105		MOBILE METAL CLEAN h20

		LA0003191		6		LA		103		TREATED METAL CLEANING WW

		LA0004316		6		LA		102		METAL CLEAN WW

		LA0004324		6		LA		102		METAL CLEAN WW

		LA0005398		6		LA		101		METAL CLEANING WW

		LA0005398		6		LA		201		METAL CLEANING WW

		LA0007439		6		LA		201		INT DIS METAL CLEAN

		LA0007579		6		LA		105		INT. CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING

		LA0042731		6		LA		301		INT DIS METAL CLEAN

		LA0059030		6		LA		2		METAL CLEANING WW

		LA0062600		6		LA		7		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE

		NM0000108		6		NM		106		METAL CLEANING WASTEWATER

		NM0000108		6		NM		107		METAL CLEANING WASTEWATER

		NM0000108		6		NM		108		METAL CLEANING WASTEWATER

		OK0044181		6		OK		02A		IMP-CHEM METAL CLEANING WASTE

		OK0044181		6		OK		03A		IMP-CHEM METAL CLEANING WASTE

		TX0000736		6		TX		301		METAL CLEANING WASTES - 301

		TX0001031		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 201

		TX0001058		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 201

		TX0001066		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTES - 201

		TX0001163		6		TX		102		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 102

		TX0001171		6		TX		202		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 202

		TX0001627		6		TX		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 101

		TX0003590		6		TX		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 101

		TX0006378		6		TX		301		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 301

		TX0006386		6		TX		1		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 001

		TX0006386		6		TX		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 101

		TX0006394		6		TX		103		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 103

		TX0006394		6		TX		603		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 603

		TX0006408		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 201

		TX0006416		6		TX		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 101

		TX0006459		6		TX		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 101

		TX0006696		6		TX		401		METAL CLEANING WASTES - 401

		TX0046400		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 201

		TX0057576		6		TX		401		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 401

		TX0058441		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 201

		TX0062006		6		TX		3		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 003

		TX0062197		6		TX		102		METAL CLEANING WASTES - 102

		TX0063215		6		TX		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 101

		TX0064378		6		TX		301		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 301

		TX0064947		6		TX		501		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 501

		TX0065854		6		TX		104		METAL CLEANING WASTES - 104

		TX0074438		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 201

		TX0087726		6		TX		202		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 202

		TX0124303		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 201

		TX0124362		6		TX		201		METAL CLEANING WASTES - 201

		TX0127256		6		TX		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 101

		TX0128341		6		TX		101		METAL CLEANING WASTE - 101

		IA0060909		7		IA		4		CHEMICAL METAL CLEANING WASTE

		KS0087122		7		KS		1		BOILER CLEANING WASTE TO LAGOO

		MO0101117		7		MO		5		METAL CLEANING WASTES

		CA0001198		9		CA		01A		METAL CLEANING WST/MONTHLY		X		X

		CA0001350		9		CA		MCW		METAL CLEANING WASTES/MONTHLY		X		X

		HI0000019		9		HI		MCW		METAL CLEANING WASTES		X		X

		HI0000027		9		HI		MCW		METAL CLEAN WASTES (002 + 003)		X		X

		HI0000094		9		HI		MCW		METAL CLEAN WASTES (003 + 004)		X		X

		HI0000604		9		HI		MCW		METAL CLEAN WASTES (003+004)		X		X





Nonchemical Cleaning Operations

		Nonchemical Cleaning Operations

		Air Compressor Cleaning

		Air-Cooled Condenser Cleaning

		Air Heater Cleaning

		Boiler Fireside Cleaning

		Boiler Tube Cleaning

		Combustion Turbine Cleaning (Combustion)

		Combustion Turbine Cleaning (Compressor)

		Condenser Cleaning

		Draft Fan Cleaning

		Economizer Cleaning

		FGD Equipment Cleaning

		Heat Recovery Steam Generator Cleaning

		Mechanical Dust Collector Cleaning

		Nuclear Steam Generator Cleaning

		Precipitator Wash

		SCR Catalyst Soot Blowing

		Sludge Lancing

		Soot Blowing

		Steam Turbine Cleaning

		Superheater Cleaning







and the costs and economic impacts of controlling them….However, the data were
too limited for EPA to make a final decision.”  EPA, therefore, reserved BAT,
NSPS, PSES and PSNS for non-chemical metal cleaning wastes.  It also withdrew
the proposal to change the definition of low-volume waste to include nonchemical
metal cleaning waste for purposes of BPT only.  EPA said in the final rule
preamble that until new limits are set (e.g., BAT), the 1975 EPA Jordan Memo
“may continue to be applied in those cases in which it was applied in the past”
(emphasis added).  

 
 
III-What are the current ELGs for metal cleaning waste and low volume waste?
 
Wastestream BPT BAT NSPS PSES and PSNS

Chemical
Metal
Cleaning
Wastes

TSS: 100 mg/L; 30
mg/L
Oil & Grease: 20
mg/L; 15 mg/L
Copper: 1.0 mg/L;
1.0 mg/L
Iron: 1.0 mg/L; 1.0
mg/L

Copper: 1.0 mg/L;
1.0 mg/L
Iron: 1.0 mg/L; 1.0
mg/L

TSS: 100 mg/L; 30
mg/L
Oil & Grease: 20
mg/L; 15 mg/L
Copper: 1.0 mg/L;
1.0 mg/L
Iron: 1.0 mg/L; 1.0
mg/L

Copper: 1.0 mg/L
(daily maximum)

Non-
chemical
Metal
Cleaning
Wastes

Reserved Reserved Reserved

Low Volume
Waste

TSS: 100 mg/L; 30
mg/L
Oil & Grease: 20
mg/L; 15 mg/L

TSS: 100 mg/L; 30
mg/L
Oil & Grease: 20
mg/L; 15 mg/L

 
IV- What is in the draft of EPA’s  proposed rule that is undergoing OMB review with
respect to non-chemical metal cleaning waste?
 

·         EPA is proposing to add the definition of non-chemical metal cleaning waste as
any wastewater resulting from the cleaning of metal process equipment without
chemical cleaning compounds. 

·         EPA is proposing the following limits for non-chemical metal cleaning waste:
 
Wastestream BAT NSPS PSES and PSNS

Non-
chemical
Metal
Cleaning

Copper: 1.0 mg/L;
1.0 mg/L
Iron: 1.0 mg/L; 1.0

TSS: 100 mg/L; 30
mg/L
Oil & Grease: 20
mg/L; 15 mg/L
Copper: 1.0 mg/L;

Copper: 1.0 mg/L
(daily maximum)



Wastes
mg/L 1.0 mg/L

Iron: 1.0 mg/L; 1.0
mg/L

 
V- How can you help us?
 
Attached you will find an Excel file that contains three separate spreadsheets ("Survey
MCW Plant Listing”, "PCS MCW Outfall Data" and “Nonchemical Cleaning Operations”).
Information presented in these spreadsheets are responses reported in the steam electric
survey, which was sent out to 733 plants in May 2010 and was used to gather data for the
steam electric ELG rulemaking.
 

·         The spreadsheet titled "Survey MCW Plant Listing" contains plants that reported
discharging chemical and/or nonchemical metal cleaning wastes in their survey
responses.  The plants are sorted by the EPA Region and state.  Additionally,
within each state, the plants have been ordered in a priority such that those that
have both chemical and nonchemical metal cleaning wastes are listed first,
followed by those with nonchemical cleaning wastes, and finally followed by those
with chemical cleaning wastes.

 
·         The spreadsheet titled "PCS MCW Outfall Data" contains a listing of permits that

have outfall pipe descriptions with the term "clean." The spreadsheet also
identifies the specific outfall number, the entire pipe description, and whether the
outfall has a limit for copper and/or iron.  Please note that many of the
descriptions only identify "metal cleaning waste" and do not differentiate between
chemical and nonchemical wastes, but some of the descriptions do have more
detailed information.

 
·         The spreadsheet titled “Nonchemical Cleaning Operations” provides a list of non-

chemical metal cleaning wastes reported in responses to the steam electric survey.
 
The priority is to focus on the plants for which specific nonchemical metal cleaning
wastes can be identified; therefore, you should start with the "Survey MCW Plant Listing"
spreadsheet.  But if there aren't any plants for a state included in the "Survey MCW Plant
Listing," then you can focus on the permits identified from PCS.  Please note that we are
requesting the information for any fuel type steam electric plant (coal, petcoke, oil and/or
gas) that indentified nonchemical metal cleaning waste.  We are asking for your help to
identify the following information from at least 2 plants/permits per state in your Region:
 

1-      How is the metal cleaning waste handled at the plant? Is there any distinction
between chemical cleaning waste and non-chemical cleaning waste? If so, what are
the limits for each?

2-      How is the non-chemical cleaning waste handled at the plant, as metal cleaning
waste or low-volume waste?  What is the limit used?

3-      If the non-chemical cleaning waste is handled as low-volume waste, what is the
basis for this assumption? Does the factsheet make any specific reference to the
1975 EPA Jordan Memo or provide other justification?

 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  Again, given our consent



decree deadline of April 19, we would appreciate if you could provide your response to
this email request no later than Friday, March 22, 2013.
 
Have a blessed day!
Sincerely,
 
 

Jezebele Alicea-Virella
Environmental Engineer
Phone No: 202-566-1755
Fax No: 202-566-1053
EPA-Office of Water/OST/EAD
Mail Code: 4303T
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

 
 




